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MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND Nomination # State Senate District
NOMINATION FOR LAND ACQUISITION

This information is required by the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund,
Public Act 451 of 1994, as amended to nominate land for purchase under the program.

INSTRUCTIONS: Under the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Program, any individual, group, or organization may nominate
parcels of land for acquisition by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Acquisition may be for recreation or resource
conservation purposes. If you are a Michigan citizen, or represent a group or organization and wish to nominate land for DNR
acquisition, provide the information below and attach a legal description(s) and map illustrating the parcel(s) to be acquired.

NOTE: If you represent a unit of government (state agency, county, city, village, township or school district) and wish to apply for a grant
to acquire land or construct recreation facilities, you will need to access the MiRecGrants online application system through the portal that
is linked on the DNR Grants main webpage. You will need to submit all requested information and attachments in the MiRecGrants
system in order for the application to be considered for funding.

1. PROJECT TITLE
Keweenaw Main Trail Corridor

Region # State House District

Name of Nominator Area Code and Telephone Number (between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.)

Address City, State, ZIP Code

E-mail Address

2. SITE LOCATION (attach an 8 1/2" x 11" plat map indicating site) Name of City, Village, or Township
All , Houghton, Eagle Harbor, and Grant
] City H Village Township ouez, Houghton, Eagle Harbor, and Gran
County Section # Ranlge & Township #'s
Keweenaw (See attached) T58 R30W, T58N R30W, T58N R32W, T57N R32W

3. BRIEF PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF PARCEL(S) PROPOSED FOR ACQUISITION

The DNR has an opportunity to protect over 15 miles of a major outdoor recreation corridor in Keweenaw County. Please see the attached map. The
main motorized trail corridor in Keweenaw County is the economic backbone of the outdoor recreation industry and tourism in Keweenaw and Houghton
Counties. Verdant Timber (TRG) owns about 15 miles of the Main Motorized Trail from Mohawk to the Montreal Meadows. Verdant will not sell a trail
easement but can sell the land at any time. State ownership would “lock in” public access, secure the at-risk trail, and provide opportunities for
improvements that would benefit a variety of outdoor recreation enthusiasts.

4. LANDOWNER/ACREAGE AND COST INFORMATION FOR ALL PROPOSED PARCELS

Name and Address of Landowner Acreage State Equalized Value Estimated Cost
Verdant Timber 4023 $6 million
TOTAL $6 million

5. LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PARCEL(S). (Use a separate sheet if needed).

Please see the attached list.
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6. Will the proposed acquisition preserve any rare, fragile or scenic natural feature, or protect any rare or endangered plant or animal?

[ ] No Yes (Explain) Pre 1900 Copper Mining Ruins; Protects view for US41 Scenic Byway;

7. Will the site provide access to any of the following? |:| Great Lakes or Connecting Waters |:| Inland Lake River or Stream

Identify the Body of Water: Specify Amount of Frontage, in feet:
Parts of the Montreal River, Eliza Creek, Eagle River, Gratiot River 7-8 miles

8. Does the site provide any of the following opportunities? |:| Hunting |:| Fishing Other Wildlife Related Activities

9. What major city is nearest the site? How many miles from the city is the site?
Mohawk 0-10

10. Acquisition would be by (check one): Negotiated Purchase ] Gift [] Other (specify)

11. Are there any buildings or improvements on the site? [1No [ Yes

12a. Have the landowners been contacted regarding the availability of the parcel(s)? 1 No Yes [ ] I am the landowner

12b. Is the parcel immediately available for purchase? |:| No Yes

13. In the space below, describe why you believe the area is valuable for recreation or resource conservation purposes.

The DNR has an amazing opportunity to protect a major outdoor recreation corridor in Keweenaw County including 15 miles of the Main Motorized Trail!
The DNR already owns key parcels at the Keweenaw Tip where the motorized trail network loops, but this Main Trail Corridor is critical to maintain the
connectivity and viability of a region-wide trail network. The trail from Montreal Meadows to Mohawk traverses private and municipal ownership, but the
majority of this trail corridor, and what the DNR should buy, is owned by Verdant Timber and is at risk. Verdant Timber is controled by the hedge fund
group TRG. TRG is not interested in leasing trails to the DNR, but will entertain selling land. Buying this corridor will maintain the Main Motorized Trail
that supports tourism in Houghton and Keweenaw Counties. It will also enable the creation of a non-motorized trail across Keweenaw County that can
connect other non-motorized areas.

This corridor contains 7+ miles of rivers and their tributaries including the Montreal River, Eagle River, Gratiot River and Eliza Creek.

Pre-1900 ruins from the Copper Minining Era exist in some parts of this corridor.

Protecting this corridor also contributes to maintaining the view along US-41, a designated Scenic Byway.

The corridor is critical to the quality of life of both residents and visitors, as well as the local economy.
This land is vitally important for the tourism economy of Keweenaw County and neighboring counties.

CERTIFICATION

| certify that all statements on this nomination form are true, complete, and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Signature of Nominator Date

MAIL THIS COMPLETED NOMINATION TO: GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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	1 PROJECT TITLE: Keweenaw Main Trail Corridor
	Name of Sponsor: 
	City State ZIP Code: 
	City: Off
	Village: Off
	Township: On
	Name of City Village or Township: Allouez, Houghton, Eagle Harbor, and Grant
	County: Keweenaw
	Section: (See attached)
	Range  Township s: T58 R30W, T58N R30W, T58N R32W, T57N R32W 
	3 BRIEF PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF PARCELS PROPOSED FOR ACQUISITION: The DNR has an opportunity to protect over 15 miles of a major outdoor recreation corridor in Keweenaw County. Please see the attached map. The main motorized trail corridor in Keweenaw County is the economic backbone of the outdoor recreation industry and tourism in Keweenaw and Houghton Counties. Verdant Timber (TRG) owns about 15 miles of the Main Motorized Trail from Mohawk to the Montreal Meadows. Verdant will not sell a trail easement but can sell the land at any time. State ownership would “lock in” public access, secure the at-risk trail, and provide opportunities for improvements that would benefit a variety of outdoor recreation enthusiasts.
	AcreageTOTAL: 
	State Equalized ValueTOTAL: 
	Estimated CostTOTAL: $6 million
	5 LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PARCELS Use a separate sheet if needed: 

 Please see the attached list.
	No: Off
	Yes Explain: On
	Great Lakes or Connecting Waters: Off
	Inland Lake: Off
	River or Stream: On
	Identify the Body of Water: Parts of the Montreal River, Eliza Creek, Eagle River, Gratiot River
	Specify Amount of Frontage in feet:   7-8 miles
	Hunting: Off
	Fishing: Off
	Other Wildlife Related Activities: On
	9 What major city is nearest the site: Mohawk
	How many miles from the city is the site: 0-10
	Negotiated Purchase: On
	Gift: Off
	Other specify: Off
	13 In the space below describe why you believe the area is valuable for recreation or resource conservation purposes: 
The DNR has an amazing opportunity to protect a major outdoor recreation corridor in Keweenaw County including 15 miles of the Main Motorized Trail!

The DNR already owns key parcels at the Keweenaw Tip where the motorized trail network loops, but this Main Trail Corridor is critical to maintain the connectivity and viability of a region-wide trail network. The trail from Montreal Meadows to Mohawk traverses private and municipal ownership, but the majority of this trail corridor, and what the DNR should buy, is owned by Verdant Timber and is at risk. Verdant Timber is controled by the hedge fund group TRG. TRG is not interested in leasing trails to the DNR, but will entertain selling land. Buying this corridor will maintain the Main Motorized Trail  that supports tourism in Houghton and Keweenaw Counties. It will also enable the creation of a non-motorized trail across Keweenaw County that can connect other non-motorized areas. 

This corridor contains 7+ miles of rivers and their tributaries including the Montreal River, Eagle River, Gratiot River and Eliza Creek.

Pre-1900 ruins from the Copper Minining Era exist in some parts of this corridor. 

Protecting this corridor also contributes to maintaining the view along US-41, a designated Scenic Byway.

The corridor is critical to the quality of life of both residents and visitors, as well as the local economy. 
This land is vitally important for the tourism economy of Keweenaw County and neighboring counties.
	Sponsor Telephone Number and Area Code (between 8 a: 
	m: 
	 and 5 p: 
	m: 
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	1: 
	2: 

	AcreageRow1: 
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	1: 
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	If Yes, Explain:  Pre 1900 Copper Mining Ruins; Protects view for US41 Scenic Byway; 
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	Yes, there are buildings or improvements on the site: Off
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	Yes, the landowners have been contacted regarding the availability of the parcel(s): On
	I am the landowner: Off
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